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cannot be controlled by any Government in the world, so long as
there are people ready and brave enough to write them. They
must be specially restrained in the choice of language. It would
be terrible if written newspapers were to indulge in undisciplined
language. So long as the country is under the spell of non-
violence, every word uttered or written in anger or malice retards
our progress.
BAN ON KHADDAR GAPS
It was a pleasure to me. to receive the following from Maulvi
Zafarulmulk Alavi of Lucknow who is at present undergoing impri-
sonment in the Fatehgarh Jail. The reader may not even remember
that he was among the earliest victims. His arrest had created a
sensation as it was unexpected. A man of literary tastes, he was *
living in practical retirement. He was fearless and truthful in his
writings. Hence his arrest. From his letter the reader will see with
what scrupulous care he is discharging himself in the jail. Like so
many other non-co-operation prisoners, he is helping the authorities
in preserving jail discipline. Let the letter1 speak for itself:
I have purposely refrained from writing to you during the last 15
months that I spent here, as I was thoroughly satisfied with my lot. . . .
There have, however, arisen some points in connection with the jail
life of non-co-operators which I should like to bring to your kind
notice. . . .
The other point is rather serious. Two non-co-operators who were
lately made simple prisoners and are therefore allowed to put on their
own clothes, have been prohibited from wearing the Gandhi cap. . . .
I spoke to the officer concerned and was assured that personally he
was not particular about it. In fact he had merely carried out the wishes
of the District Magistrate. . . .
According to the jail regulations, all simple prisoners wear their own
clothing . . . Thus it is clear that this prohibition is only an innovation
of very recent date and is simply obnoxious and humiliating. . . .
The Inspector General of U.P. Jails is about to visit this jail very
shortly and the matter will be referred to him who is likely to settle it
satisfactorily, if his discretion has not already been tied by an order of
the local Government. In that case, of course, it will be our duty to dis-
obey the order at all costs.
The difficulty, however, about khaddar caps is one of princi-
ple on which there can be no surrender. The simple imprisonment
prisoners have the right to wear their own dress. It is therefore
1 Only excerpts reproduced here